


ENSEN MASON CPA, CFA, MBA
For San Bernardino County
Auditor-Controller / Treasurer-Tax Collector

For the last 7 years, I have served as your County Auditor-Controller/Treasurer/Tax Collector. During that time, I have witnessed continuous and ongoing political corruption. The purpose of this letter is to share, at a high level, the nature and circumstances of that corruption. I will also show you where to find the evidence yourself, so you can make your own determination.
For the most part, the corruption is legal and publicly disclosed. But few people know where to look or how to interpret what they see. That’s what I hope to resolve here.
HOW IT WORKS
If you want to support a candidate financially, you might contribute a few hundred dollars. Maybe a thousand if you’re well-off or they’re family. But if someone is contributing thousands to multiple county politicians, they’re not supporting candidates — they’re buying them. Or more precisely, they’re making an investment. One that pays off bigger than anything you’ll find in a 401(k).
The payoffs happen often and in many different forms. There are many examples, each with reams of evidence. Since it’s so extensive and ongoing, I have started a website and Facebook page so you can see for yourself what has happened and is happening with your tax dollars. But before we get to that, let’s discuss the deceptive ways campaigns spend that money to convince voters to support people who don’t have their best interests in mind.
SLATE MAILERS
Also called “Voter Guides.” Soon your mailbox will be filled with cards claiming to come from nice-sounding organizations. They want you to think they’re affiliated with a cause you support, and that these are the candidates who back it. But they’re all lies. Every single candidate on those cards paid to be there — check the fine print.
You’ll also notice the same names appear on every card. I once saw three voter guides — “Democratic Voter Guide,” “Republican Voter Guide,” and “Independent Voter Guide” — all with the exact same names on them.
What these really are is cash machines for people willing to engage in deceptive politics. They sell placement for as much as $50,000 per name. Don’t fall for it. If anything, use them as a reason not to vote for someone — because you know special interests paid a lot of money for those names to be there, and they expect a return on their investment.


ATTACK MAILERS
Many candidates have little to offer in the way of qualifications or policy positions, so they fill your mailbox with big, glossy postcards accusing their opponents of every sin imaginable. The one I see most often involves travel. Most elected officials have some travel as part of their duties. In our office, we spend less than 1% of our budget on travel — but that’s enough for opponents to make it look like a non-stop taxpayer-funded vacation. It’s not true.
Another common theme is pointing at business interests an opponent might own. I will post all Form 700s on my website so you can see for yourself that most elected people have business interests outside of their official duties — that includes, especially, the ones pointing fingers at their opponents for the same thing.
ENDORSEMENTS
Endorsements are a form of campaign currency. They are given to those who will do as they’re told, and they come with an implied debt. If you see a candidate with a long list of endorsements — especially from the political establishment and special interests — if anything, use that as a reason not to vote for them.
SIGNS
You know it’s political season when signs sprout like weeds after a hard rain. Besides being an awful eyesore (and they rarely clean them up afterward), they give voters no reason at all to vote for that candidate. It’s a name and a title. Like slate mailers, use them as a reason not to vote for someone — because somebody is paying for those signs, and they expect something in return.
HOW MY CAMPAIGN IS DIFFERENT
Because of the corruption I have witnessed, and the issues described above, I have made it my campaign policy to:
1. Accept no contributions — I am 100% self-funded, including the cost of this letter
1. Ask for no endorsements
1. Put up no signs
1. Purchase no slate mailers

My entire campaign is based on simple communication: a website (ensenmasonatc.com), a candidate statement, and this letter. That’s about it. I think voters are intelligent enough to recognize the truth and see through the deception.


QUALIFICATIONS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Credentials
1. Seven years’ experience as the Auditor-Controller/Treasurer/Tax Collector
1. Certified Public Accountant (CPA)
1. Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA)
1. Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting
1. Master of Business Administration (MBA) — Finance emphasis
1. Securities and Insurance licenses
1. 40 years of tax and financial experience in both the private and public sectors
Under My Leadership
1. $17 Billion Investment Pool — Grown from $6 billion, earning the highest yield in the state, rated AAA by Fitch – their highest rating. More money working for you, with the least risk to taxpayers.
1. 30 NACo Achievement Awards — National Association of Counties recognition for excellence in county government.
1. New Tax System — Replaced a 40-year-old system — delivered on time and under budget, with new features and tools for taxpayers.
1. Redesigned Website — Rebuilt with new features, expanded information, and a full commitment to transparency.
WHERE TO LEARN MORE
Official ATC Website:  sbcountyatc.gov
Candidate Website:  ensenmasonatc.com
Corruption & Accountability:  truthsbc.com
Campaign Finance Records:  public.netfile.com/pub2/?aid=SBD
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